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Inside this issue: 
 

 
Keith S. Delaplane is based at University of 
Georgia, USA.  He is a Professor and Wal-
ter B. Hill Fellow, an  entomologist 
and  world-renowned expert in beekeep-
ing.   He has developed integrated pest 
management strategies that address dis-
eases, pests and other factors that 
threaten to destroy or impair bee colonies. 
His methods have been adopted by the 
beekeeping community at home and 
abroad to manage major honeybee pests.  
 

He is in Britain on a six month sabbatical and we  have persuaded him 
to come and give a lecture specifically to West Sussex Beekeepers 
on  Tuesday 2nd October at the 18th century Leconfield Hall,  Market 
Square, Petworth (GU28 0AH) at 7:30 pm. There is a  free car park and 
on-street parking in the Square after 6pm. The lecture is free to West 
Sussex members, but visitors from other Associations and non mem-
bers will be asked for a donation of £5.00 towards  expenses.  
 

The title of Keith’s presentation is ‘The Super Organism and Why it 
Matters’  in which he will attempt to unfold the biology of the honey-
bee at its most basic evolutionary levels and explain how this knowl-
edge can be used to improve beekeeping management. 
 

This is an exceptional opportunity for members to hear one of the 
world’s leading authorities on beekeeping, without leaving West Sus-
sex.  This very special lecture promises to be both informative and fas-
cinating and we hope to see you there. 
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Do You Have Bees Looking For A Good Home? 

 
Robert Phillips is a product designer currently doing his PhD and looking for participants in a study that he 
is undertaking with the BBKA and beekeepers.  He is looking at how to make digital devices to inform bee-
keepers for citizen science.  You can get involved with two areas of his research:-  
 
Part 1: By completing a design workbook (duration 10 minutes) that will be posted to you with an SAE 
costing you nothing.  This is looking at how digital devices could be used to inform your beekeeping. 
More details are available at www.rdphillips.co.uk/blog.html 
  
Part 2: A beekeeping hackday (check Wikipedia if, like me, you don’t know what a hackday is!) in London 
on the 21st September from 2pm to 5:30pm.  Details of this free event can be found at:-  
 http://conversationswithbees-es2.eventbrite.com/?rank=1 
  
If you are interested please contact Rob on robert.phillips@network.rca.ac.uk or visit his website 
www.rdphillips.co.uk 
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Can You Help With Research? 

Two sites have been offered by landowners keen to have honeybees on their property.  So if you are 
looking for a ‘des res’ in Wiggonholt (near Pulborough) or Storrington please contact me in the first 
instance - grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493  
 
Graham 

Fundraising Initiative for the BBKA 

An easy fundraising initiative has recently been launched by the BBKA.  If you shop 
online purchases from many retailers could be raising money for the BBKA.  Amazon, 
M&S, Tesco, John Lewis, Argos and over 2000 other well known retailers will donate a 
percentage of what you spend online to the BBKA when you shop with them via the 
BBKA fundraising webpage at easyfundraising.org.uk 
 
If you’re familiar with collecting Nectar points online the process is similar.  Log in to 
the easyfundraising website, choose your retailer and then everything you spend with that company will 
earn a donation to the BBKA at no cost to you.  This could be as much as 5%. 
 
Register at the easyfundraising website www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bbka.  It’s completely  
free and it’s an effortless way to raise much needed research funds! 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 18th September - ‘Winter Preparation & Feeding’ - Chichester Division’s Apiary Team.  
Further details from Christine Stevens: secretary @ chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s web-
site: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 8th & 22nd September - Apiary meetings at Dounhurst Farm, Wisborough Green.  All 
abilities at 12:00.  Varroa treatment will continue at the meeting on 8th. 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 8th September - Honey Show at the Findon Sheep Fair & Village  

Festival.  www.findonsheepfair.co.uk/  

Thursday 13th September - ‘Brains Trust Questions’ asked to a panel and Bee-
keepers’ reports on the 20012 season.  Ferring Village Hall, 7.30 pm.  (please arrive early) 

Saturday 15th September - Out-apiary meetings at 2pm.  Assessing stores & feeding. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

County Events  

Tuesday 2nd October - Keith Delaplane Lecture, Leconfield Hall, Petworth at 7:30pm (see lead 
article). 
 

.........and Dates for your 2013 Diary 

Saturday 23rd February - Annual Convention,  Lodge Hill, Watersfield, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Christine Stevens, Tel: 01243 533559  or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
Saturday 27th April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Further de-

tails from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493 or email:             
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  

Full details of the Convention & Bee Market will be available 
on the West Sussex BKA website later in the year. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



More from Moore - All Is Safely Gathered In 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The heading above refers, of course, to the honey crop.  In typing it I did pause, wondering if ‘all’ was an 
appropriate word, especially in relation to our second extraction this year.  My thoughts were more along 
the lines of “Is that all?”.  What a difficult year it has been for bees, beekeepers and honey.  In our area 
the normal pattern is for a reasonable early crop (including a fair proportion from oilseed rape) to come 
in during May, followed by the main, somewhat larger crop gathered during late June and the first half of 
July.  However much we hope for a bit more to be added in late July and early August, that never hap-
pens. 
 
This year we watched the rape fields, hawthorn, orchards and what seemed like most of the countryside 
flowering better than ever through much of May while the weather stayed cold and wet and the bees 
stayed in the hives close to starvation.  Then on 21st May the weather changed, and it seemed every feral 
colony of bees in the county swarmed that week, as well as a lot of hives where beekeepers had aban-
doned their regular checks due to the bad weather.  We were so busy collecting swarms we didn’t notice 
how busy our bees were, and in two weeks they brought in slightly more honey than is normal for the 
early May harvest.  Great, we thought, as we put the empty supers back on the hives to be re-filled with 
the late crop.  Little did we know…… 
 
Over the following weeks we waited and waited, and the 
supers stayed empty.  The bees just about maintained 
themselves, but for the first time we had to feed several 
swarms, and a number of nuclei we took out as our own 
swarm-prevention method.  By mid July we realised that 
the crop was not going to happen, and gradually re-
moved empty supers.  Even then we delayed our extrac-
tion in the vain hope of more, but by the time we har-
vested, on 15th August, we had only around 40% of what 
we normally expect.  Then there was the problem that 
everyone seems to have this year, that so little was capped, and we had a lot of problems with moisture 
content.  I really do think that a refractometer is an essential bit of equipment for every beekeeper, as 
without it you run a very big risk of storing (and perhaps selling) over-wet honey that will ferment. 
 
In the end we have probably got enough honey to see us through to next year, due to the good early 
crop.  However, our customers will undoubtedly miss the lovely, well-favoured late honey when that runs 
out in a few months, and all we have is the milder (blander?) early honey.  Ah well, there is always next 
year! 
 
 

Tom 

         Our refractometer, an essential tool.  
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We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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Win a Poly National Hive 

And Finally.............. 

Beekeepingonline has teamed up with Paynes South-
down Bee Farms to offer  Association members the 
chance to win 1 of 2 Poly 14x12 (Jumbo) National Hives 
with frames. 
 
So if you have a facebook account visit:-
www.beekeepingonline.co.uk and click on the WIN Ad-
vertisement. 
 
Good Luck ! 
  


